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Viking Range Corporation Receives Governor’s Exporter of the Year Award 

 

Biloxi, Miss. (April 3, 2008) – Viking Range Corporation of Greenwood today was presented the 

Governor’s Exporter of the Year Award during the Gulf Coast Trade Alliance’s World Trade 

Conference here. 

 

Gray Swoope, executive director of the Mississippi Development Authority, presented the 

prestigious award on behalf of Governor Haley Barbour to Dale Persons, Viking’s vice president 

of corporate development, who accepted on behalf of the company. 

 

‘”The strength of Mississippi's export market is due in large part to innovative companies such as 

Viking,” Governor Barbour said. “I commend Fred Carl and the employees of Viking Range for 

their continued commitment to excellence; together, they’ve truly earned this award.” 

 

To be considered for the Governor’s Exporter of the Year Award, companies must demonstrate 

optimal export management success by any variety of activities including:  a major increase in 

export sales, a breakthrough in a particular competitive market, the introduction of a new product 

into export trade and successful response to a foreign market challenge.  The winner is chosen by 

the Awards Committee of the Mississippi District Export Council.   
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“Many firms were considered for this year’s award, but Viking’s impeccable track record in 

exporting made the company stand out.  It is a brand recognized around the world,” said 

Swoope.  “The impact Viking has had on Mississippi’s economy is also remarkable, and  

combined with many other factors that were taken into consideration, Viking is an excellent 

choice for this year’s award.” 

 

Based in Greenwood, Viking Range Corporation has been engaged in the international marketing 

and sales of ultra-premium home appliances for over 20 years and has sold Viking products in 

more than 80 countries around the world.  “Viking Range Corporation is extremely pleased and 

honored to receive the 2008 Governor’s Exporter of the Year Award,” said Persons.  “We value 

our 50 global distributors as partners in growing this important segment of our business.  On 

behalf of Viking Range Corporation team members around the world, thank you for recognizing 

our efforts.” 

 

For more information about the Governor’s Exporter of the Year Award, please visit 

www.mississippi.org.  To learn more about the Viking Range Corporation, please visit 

www.vikingrange.com.  

   

### 
 
About Mississippi Development Authority 

Mississippi Development Authority is the State of Mississippi’s lead economic and community 

development agency. Nearly 300 employees are engaged in providing services to businesses, 

communities and workers in the state. While the agency is best known for its efforts to recruit 

new businesses to Mississippi, the Authority provides services to promote tourism, help 

communities improve their quality of place, help existing employers identify and meet 

opportunities and challenges and help workers improve their skills – all with the goal of 

improving the quality of life and economic well-being of Mississippians. For more information, 

visit MDA’s website at www.mississippi.org. 
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